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torment the saved as well as the lost. Professor Smith's "Reminis- 
cences of Hebrew Life and Politics " is interesting and final. By 
" the literary view " he sees in the same glance a literary unity which 
dates the historical books later than 561 B. C. and a literary diversity 
which dates the severalty of their sources. The darkey said to Satan, 
when he saw the art of the tempter : " Gimme your side er de game, 
and I'll bet er million." The important subject, " The Moral Influ- 
ence of the Atonement," deserves better treatment than it receives in 
the present article. This poetical gem fairly represents the author's 

logic and taste : 

Count me o'er earth's chosen heroes, 
They are souls who stood alone, 
While the men they agonized for 
Hurled the contumelious stone. 

The article by President Eliot should have been the last. As the 
liberal contention is passed on from man to man, it assumes its final 
form in the superior, deliberate, and masterful essay on " Progressive 
Liberalism." It contains several misstatements, as that "the Golden 
Rule occurs in writings earlier than the gospels." It was candid, but 
scarcely kind, to point out the fact that the universal fatherhood of 
God is not of biblical origin. This clear and finished paper presents 
the conclusion of the whole " progressive " matter. It is the residuum, 
a gray, earthy precipitate, somewhat irridescent, and of a sweetish taste. 

About all the fallacies and sophistries of the platform are embodied 
in the volume. Evident misstatements abound. Contrary facts yield 
uniform conclusions, and diverse conclusions are adduced from the 
same fact. "They perish forever" is regarded as teaching eternal 
punishment by one progressive author. Another assures us that 
" propitiation " occurs but twice in the New Testament. The intro- 
duction by the editor is fair, just, and comprehensive. One thing is 
clear, if this book is evidence, that is, that progressive evangelical 
theology is without an objective basis, a rational method, or permanent 
results. 

B. D. Hahn. 

Springfield, Mass. 

Die Idee des Reiches Gottes in der Theologie. Von 
Johannes Weiss. Giessen : Ricker, 1901. Pp.155. M. 3. 

This volume is the expansion of an address made to the theologi- 
cal conference at Giessen in June, 1900, and supplements the author's 
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work, Die Predigt Jesu vom Reiche Gottes, which was reviewed in the 
April, 1900, number of this Journal. The author traces historically 
the idea of the kingdom, and especially examines, and in part defends, 
the views of Ritschl, who brought it into a central position in theology. 

So complex and elastic is the idea of the kingdom of God that it 
has been as wax in the hands of theologians. The author, owing 
partly to an arbitrary use of the sources, assumes that Jesus viewed the 
kingdom wholly on its eschatological side, rather than primarily as a 
society of men, and hence that the primary idea has undergone com- 
plete transformation. He also thinks that, even in New Testament 
times, there was expectation of the individual entering the kingdom at 
death. 

His references to the kingdom in the Fathers, while of great inter- 
est, are of necessity meager, these, in fact, numbering several thousand, 
and meriting a separate treatise (soon to appear from the University 
Press). We should question the statements that Augustine "generally 
reserves the conception of regnum for the condition (Zustand) of the 
promised dominion," and that "in proportion as the kingdom is 
already contemplated in the presence of the church, it is called, not 
kingdom of God, but kingdom of Christ." Augustine evidently has 
the church in mind when he says : " The martyrs have suffered, and 
the kingdom of God has made much progress from thence, and 
advanced throughout all nations" {On the Psalms, 45, 12). 

Little evidence is available as to whether in the Middle Ages the 
assumption of the papal church to be the kingdom of God on earth 
was contested by Savonarola and the reforming parties generally. 
The multiform views of the kingdom in Reformation times are indi- 
cated, and the fact noted that the orthodox system makes the doctrine 
of the kingdom of Christ a part of Christology — in the state of exal- 
tation — while the doctrine of the kingdom of God appears in escha- 
tology. Ritschl thinks that the reformers treated the kingdom too 
largely on the religious side, a lack which Cocceius in a measure 
supplied. 

Spener and Moser represent pietism in general, Tauler and Arndt 
its mystic side, and Bengel and Crusius expound the idea in its 
biblical setting. Hess holds an important place between pietism and 
rationalism. This circle of ideas has been fruitful in Hofmann, Ewald, 
Schultz, and others. The author accords scant justice to the concep- 
tion, "The kingdom of God is within you" (Luke 17: 21), of which he 
says : " It has been largely employed simply as watchword for an 
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earnest inner Christianity of heart and deed (Tolstoi) whereby the 
name 'kingdom of God' appears completely volatilized" (p. 51). 

Among the theologians of the Aufkldrung, the views of Hobbes, 
Leibnitz, Semler, Herder, Lessing, Reinhard, Kant, Tieftrunk, Staudlin, 
and De Wette are treated in a valuable section of the book. The 
author thinks that many of their views are still working hindrance to 
a right understanding of the proclamation of Jesus. 

Ritschl gives Schleiermacher the credit of first rightly applying 
the teleological nature of the kingdom of God to the conception 
of Christianity. Of special interest to the student of sociology is 
Schleiermacher's remark (p. 102) that the animating spirit of the king- 
dom is not merely " the pure consciousness of kind awakened through 
Christ," but this when it has " become a powerful impulse together 
with the consciousness of God." 

Ritschl joins his endeavor expressly to that of Theremin, who sub- 
ordinates all Christian doctrine to the idea of the kingdom of God. 
The author shows how Ritschl in later editions modified his state- 
ments, apparently influenced by Kaftan's eudaemonistic view of the 
kingdom as the highest good, in a different sense from that of Kant. 
Ritschl likens Christianity to an ellipse, the two foci of which are the 
ideas of the kingdom of God and of redemption. The author thinks 
of these two points rather as centers of intersecting circles, and sees 
an antinomy between them. He points out the difficulty in any 
"completed" kingdom of God, whether in the form of Lotze's ever- 
progressing humanity or Ritschl's ideal generation of men, and thinks 
the biblical idea of the completed kingdom has its place in the indi- 
viduals of all ages who have reached the goal of their development. 
"Between the pessimistic view of Lotze and a superficial optimism, 
Jesus, as ever, has sounded the right note in the parables of the sower " 
(p. 150). It is to be regretted that the author has not always allowed 
the "right note" of Jesus to be the norm of his very suggestive 
treatise (<:/. pp. 112 f.). Jesus somehow refuses to be classed among 
those who " builded better than they knew." 

Henry Martyn Herrick. 
Port Byron, III. 

The Ethnic Trinities and Their Relation to the Chris- 
tian Trinity. By Levi Leonard Paine. Boston : Hough- 
ton, Mifflin & Co., 1901. Pp. 378. #175, net. 

This is a polemic treatise, with the excellencies and defects of its 
kind. It reads like the utterance of a soul long held in the trammels 



